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Dunton News Office The March Hare, 34 High Street, Dunton, Beds, 

SG18 8RN, 01767 448093 

janice.tasc@outlook.com or jules_wrangles@yahoo.co.uk 

Editors Janice Pritchett and Julie Hills 

Editorial 

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Dunton News.   

Many readers asked if we could let them know who has written the articles.  We have 

rectified this in the Christmas edition and included the authors’ names. 

The front cover of this Dunton News won the People’s Choice Award at the Village 

Hall Grand Reveal.  The photo is by Chenisse Matthews, a budding young 

photographer from the village.  Please email your local photographs, old and new as 

a png.  You never know they may get onto the front cover of Dunton News.    

If you are arranging a Dunton event and you would like others to know about it, 

please email us details.  The submission dates for the next edition are on this page.  

We intend to keep Dunton News alive in 2016, but we can only do this with the 

support of advertisers and individuals writing articles and providing us with 

photographs.  Please do send some in so that your village magazine is even more 

interesting and informative to read.  This can be articles about Dunton, old and new, 

hobbies and interests, local activities and school life. 

Janice Pritchett and Julie Hills 

 

Editors Reservation 

The Dunton News is as complete and correct as possible at the time of going 

to press.  Whilst inaccuracies and omissions are regretted, the Editors 

accept no responsibility for such occurrences.  All articles are copyright and 

may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission of the 

Editors.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editors. 

Produced by The March Hare Telephone 01767 448093 email 

janice.tasc@outlook.com 

All copy and advertising for inclusion in the March 2016 edition must be 

emailed to janice.tasc@outlook.com or  jules_wrangles@yahoo.co.uk by 

5.2.2016
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Dunton Women’s Institute Winter Report 

Dunton WI has enjoyed a busy autumn of 

evening meetings in the newly refurbished hall.  In 

September we enjoyed a fascinating talk about the wildlife and 

landscapes of East Anglia by Barrie Mason.  Barrie has devoted his 

retirement to capturing some amazing photographs including 

spending a night out sleeping rough on the dunes to capture sunset 

and sunrise, he said he was a tad chilly.  The talk was an excellent 

opportunity to see some of our local wildlife close up. 

In October the gorgeous Mary Blackhurst-Hill of House of Colour 

came along and demonstrated how to tie a variety of scarves.  It 

was great fun to see what worked on different people and to get 

some new ideas for scarf wearing.   

In November we enjoyed a musical evening featuring music of the 

50/60s.  We had some good fun remembering different songs and 

artists.  In December we shall be off for a Christmas meal and then 

we have a break in January.  Our first meeting in 2016 is on 8 

February and we are hoping to enjoy some spooky ghost stories . . . 

Dunton WI has enjoyed a very successful year and many thanks to 

all involved and of course our members.  We have an exciting 

programme planned for 2016 and hope to see you all there, more 

details to follow in the next issue of Dunton News 

Dunton WI meets at Dunton Memorial Hall on the second Monday of 

the month.  Meetings start at 7.45pm.  Visitors are always welcome 

and will be treated to tea and cake! A small fee is charged for 

visitors.  Please contact Lorraine Bennetts on 01767 314 991 for 

more details.   Lorraine Bennetts 

Do you have any memories or photographs 
of Dunton?  It would be great to include 
them in future issues of Dunton News. 
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Speed control in Dunton   

 

Central Beds have agreed to carry out traffic calming in Dunton. They found 

recorded speeds on Cambridge Road were significantly higher than on the 

High Street or on Biggleswade Road and have settled on the stretch of road 

in between Lees Close and Greenfield Way for a speed ramp. The local 

consultation closed on 26.10.15 and full of the proposed measures and can 

be found here:  

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=851303831653763&i

d=144958165621670   

 

 
 

 

The Friends of St Mary Magdalene Church, Dunton 

 

are holding a Winter Supper 

 

on Saturday 27 February 2016 at 7pm 

in the Village Hall 

Warming Winter Casseroles and Delicious Desserts 

Entertainment by Phil Wright 

Tickets £12 available from Enid Grout 

or ask any member of the Church 
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ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
Established 1977 

Complete building design service with building plans for all projects, 
including planning applications and building regulations 

 
HOUSE DESIGN EXTENSIONS CONVERSIONS COMMERCIAL OFFICES INDUSTRIAL 

etc  BUILDING PLOT LAND SURVEYS  CONVEYANCING PLANS 
 

ROBERT J LARMAN 
LOFT FARM, CHURCH STREET, LANGFORD, BEDS 

TEL 01462 701289 
 email loft_farm@hotmail.co.uk
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Karen's top three tips for the cook at Christmas 
 

Stay calm at all times! 

 

Make it easy for yourself! 

 

Remember to keep your glass half full! 

 

After all it's really only a posh Sunday roast dinner! 

 

Why not try Karen’s quick and easy mince pies 

and cranberry sauce? 

Ingredients for mince pies 

375g  shop bought all butter shortcrust pastry  

1x400g jar of good quality mincemeat  

100g   chopped pecan nuts 

 

Zest of 1 orange  

2 pieces of stem ginger, chopped 

A splash of brandy or sherry (optional) 

 

Method 

 

1. Preheat oven to 180C/350F. 

2. Rub a 12 hole patty tin with butter. 

3. Tip your jar of mincemeat into a mixing bowl.  Add the 

ginger, pecans orange zest and your tipple.  Mix well. 

4. Roll out your pastry and cut out 12 circles to fit your tin and 

a further 12 for the tops.  Your tops should be slightly 

smaller than the bottoms. 
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5. Place the larger circles in your tin.  Spoon your mincemeat 

into them until half full.  Place the smaller circles on top and 

crimp the edges with your thumb and forefinger. Brush the 

tops with a little beaten egg. 

6. Bake for 25 minutes or until the pastry is cooked through 

and golden on top. When cold dust with icing sugar. 

 

Ingredients for cranberry sauce 

120g caster sugar 

500g  frozen or fresh cranberries (I always use frozen) 

 

A small or a bit more wine glass of port 

1 cinnamon stick, broken in half, or 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon  

Finely grated zest and juice of 1 orange  

 

If using frozen cranberries you need to defrost first 

Method 

1. Put a large saucepan on a medium heat and add caster 

sugar. When the sugar starts to go slightly brown round the 

edges of the pan, add the cranberries, port, orange juice and 

zest and the cinnamon stick. Simmer until the cranberries 

have popped open and released their juice. 

2. Keep simmering until the juice has reduced down slightly and 

the cranberries look glossy and jammy. Remove cinnamon 

stick. 

The sauce will keep for two weeks in the fridge. 

Don't just save it for the turkey its yummy cold with a selection of 

cheeses. 
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Dunton Pre School and Boomerang After-School Club 

 
On Monday 19th October the Boomerang Club held a Spooky Fun Night to 
raise funds for Crackerjack Children’s Charity.  Crackerjacks are currently 
trying to raise money to purchase a specially adapted wheelchair for a little 
girl with Rhetts Syndrome. 
 
The week before the Spooky Fun Night the children decorated a mask each 
to wear and a winner was chosen from the Under 5s and the Over 5s. 
 
On the night, the parents donated £1 for each child wearing a mask and 
purchased cakes, made by the Boomerang Staff, to help boost the total 
money raised. 
 
During the session, the children and staff had lots of fun things to do which 
included, Apple Bobbing, Pumpkin Carving, Trick or Treat Cauldron Surprise 
and Pass the Spooky Parcel!! For snacks we had Spidery Hot Dogs, Banana 
Ghosts, Orange Pumpkins and some Spooky Blood Punch! 
 
We have had a very busy first half of the autumn term at Pre School. The 
children have been enjoying our topic ‘All about me’.  This has included 
learning about our families, our senses, the homes we live in and people 
who help us. The children have produced some amazing ‘All about me 
books’ which we have shared with each other during sessions.  
 

So far this year, we have welcomed lots of new children and their families 
to our Pre School.   All of the children have settled in well.    
 

On 21.10.15 the Pre School children took part in a ‘Spooky Dressing Up 
Day’.  The children all looked very scary!! They enjoyed dancing to spooky 
songs and telling us all about their costumes!  
 

Thank you to the parents, staff and children of the Pre School and 
Boomerang Club for raising £77.00 for Crackerjacks. 
 

As many of our parents are aware on the 8.10.15 we were inspected by 

Ofsted.  The Pre School and Boomerang Club have been rated GOOD over 

all categories. This is a fantastic achievement and we wish to thank all of 

our staff, children and families for all the hard work that goes on at our Pre 

School and Boomerang Club  
 

If you have any enquires, including joining our parent fundraising 

committee please call us on 01767 315807 or email 

info@duntonvillagepreschool.co.uk Nicki Appleyard and Sally Williams 
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Dunton Lower 

School Parents and 

Friends Association 
 

This year Dunton VC Lower School has 67 children on roll and 

the Parents and Friends Association (PFA) Committee are 

working as hard as ever to raise funding to support the 

school.  Your support of the PFA allows us to fund items such 

as coaches for school trips, additional classroom materials and 

playground equipment. Last year the committee raised 

£3,500 through key events such as our Christmas raffle and 

Summer Fayre as well as ongoing fundraisers such as 'Your 

School Lottery' and easyfundraising.org.uk. 
 

On behalf of the whole PFA Committee I would like to extend 
our thanks to all of you who have been using the blue clothing 
recycling bin by the bottle banks in the village. In the year 
that it has been in place we have raised in excess of £300. 
However, I would like to gently remind readers that 
quilts/duvets/pillows cannot be deposited because they cause 
the bin to overflow resulting in additional charges from the 
recycling company which reduces the amount of money we 
raise that can be spent on the children. 
 

Tickets for our Christmas raffle, drawn on the 9.12.15 are 
available from the school office.  Prices include an iPad mini, a 
Nintendo DS and a Kindle Fire HD.    
 

If you are a local business, we would love your support with 
our raffle prizes and in return we will include your 
advert/log/information in our PFA newsletters and on our 
Facebook page. 
 

I very much look forward to meeting many of you at the 
church Christmas Fayre on the 13.12.15.  You can contact me 
on pfa.dunton.vc.lower@aol.co.uk      Emma Cassidy-Gray 
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St. Mary Magdalene 

The Church at the heart of the Village 

Vicar:  Revd. Lindsay Dew3617 

Mobile: 07545 878082 

Email: lindsay.dew@btinternet.com 

Website: www.dewbenefice.com 

WEEKLY SERVICES 

1st. Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

2nd Sunday 
8.00 am Sunday Praise 

Followed by continental breakfast 

3rd Sunday 9.30 am Sunday Praise 

4th Sunday 9.30 am All Age Praise 

5th Sunday 
10.30 am Benefice Service 

See notices or website for which Church  

 

FUTURE EVENTS @ ST. MARY’S 

Sunday Club  -  Every 3rd. Sunday 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
For details contact Stan Short 01767 315777 

Magdalene’s Christmas Fair 
Sunday 13th December from 11.30 am 

 

ADVENT SERVICES 

Sunday 20th December 6.00 pm Candles in the Dark 

Thursday 24th December 

3.30 pm Crib / Christingle Service 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

Full Details in Parish Newsletter and Biggleswade Chronicle 
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Dunton Garden 

So what do Dunton volunteers do 

in the winter? Well optimists that 

we are, we plan of course, then 

we prepare and then we start 

growing plants for the coming 

year.  

Look into the polytunnel and you 

can see some busy folk creating 

raised beds and moving everything around. No, you can’t recognise them 

under those mounds of warm coats and bobbly hats but you can see that 

they are improving the way we use the polytunnel space by better defining 

the growing areas, improving the soil in the beds and creating clearer areas 

for working and meeting.  

See that person working in the corner; she is already planting seeds with 

her slightly pink numb fingers. We are on a sharp learning curve and last 

year we know we started most of our crops a bit late so this year we will 

start every part of the process a bit earlier.  

Poke your head into the fruit growing area you will see some hardy souls 

pruning the fruit trees and bushes. Have you seen our espalier trees – they 

are tied up against wires that support a small number of branches 

horizontally and in the spring the blossom is glorious. Pruning them is 

surprisingly satisfying as you maintain their 2D outline by counting new 

buds and snipping off unwanted growth.  

In winter the weather certainly can be off-putting so you might be 

wondering why anybody would want to work in a garden, especially if they 

have their own garden to look after, but it is surprisingly fulfilling working 

as part of a community of others in a garden. Feet may be cold and noses 

slightly blue but the shared optimism, sense of achievement and 

friendliness can be very warming. 

If you think you could do with more exercise and fresh air this winter, 

please contact info@dunton.org.uk or find us on Facebook to find out more. 

Paula Doran 
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Victorian Christmas Games 

Christmas as we know it owes it roots to Victorian Christmas which became 
a festival for family and children of middle class and rich families.  Families 
gathered in the parlour to play parlour games, including:- 

How? What? Where? When? 

1. One player needs to think of the name of an object.  Try to make it 
difficult by thinking of a word with multiple meanings eg scale (fish 
and weighing). 

2. The other players have to work out what the object is by asking 
(once only) one of the following four questions:- 

 How do you like it? Why do you like it? 

When do you like it? Where do you like it? 

3. The first player must answer the questions truthfully! 

4. Obviously the person who guesses correctly wins and becomes 
player who thinks of the name of an object. 

The Sculptor 

1. Choose one player to be The Sculptor. 

2. All other players stand still. 

3. The sculptor must then move the other players into unusual poses 
which are difficult to maintain. 

4. The players must not move, break pose or laugh. 

5. The Sculptor must encourage the other players to move, break their 
pose or laugh, but they must not touch them. 

6. The first player to move or laugh becomes the next Sculptor. 
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Village Hall 

Thanks to everyone who contributed for a very successful 90th Birthday 

party.  We were able to show off the renovations to the hall to full 

advantage.  We had lots of entries to the village show competition and the 

results are shown below.   

Class - set recipe fruit cake 
1st Lesley Chapman 
2nd Jill Davies 
3rd Rita Boulton 

Class - homemade Marmalade  
1st Kate Woolf 
2nd Fay Wilson 
3rd Tina Fisher 
 

Class - homemade jam any variety 
1st Fay Wilson 
2nd Storm Morgan-Smith 
3rd Lorraine Bennetts 
Highly Commended Nigel Coomber 

 
Class - coffee and walnut cake 
1st Claire Short 
2nd Lynne Monck 
3rd Emma Barlow 
Highly Commended Tina Fisher 

Class - homemade chutney 
1st Lorraine Bennetts  
2nd Nigel Coomber  
3rd Nigel Coomber  
 

Class - 90th Birthday Card 
1st Lesley chapman  
 

Class - homemade alcoholic beverage  
1st Lorraine Bennetts  
2nd Mrs Swales  
3rd Mrs Swales 
 

Class - A decorated 4" flower pot (aged 5 
and under) 
1st Daniel Allegra  
2nd Jessica Penny (Carolyn Penny) 
3rd Iris Gardiner 

Class - A decorated 4" flower pot (over 
5) 
1st Brindley Gardiner 
2nd Chloe Smith 
3rd Katie Penny 

Class - judges choice soft handicraft sewing 
1st Gemma Cockcroft 
2nd Lorraine Bennetts  
3rd Claire Short 

Class - judges choice soft handicraft 
knitting  
1st Jill Davies  
2nd Rita Boulton 
3rd Lesley Chapman 
Highly Commended Alison Chalkley 

Class - People's Choice photo of a Dunton 
view 
1st Chenisse Matthews 
2nd Chenisse Matthews 
3rd Chenisse Matthews 

 

The picture on the front cover of the magazine is the winning entry to the 

People’s choice photo competition.  Congratulations to Chenisse Matthews 

for a stunning entry. 
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Central Beds Gypsy and Traveller site near Dunton 

 

In 2014, Central Bedfordshire Council put forward a ‘Gypsy and Traveller 

site allocation plan’ to propose new sites, including one located on Dunton 

Lane between Dunton and Biggleswade. 

 

As it was to be part of a development framework for the whole of Central 

Beds, the council was obliged to consult formally with the public. This took 

the form of a series of meetings at the council whereby members of the 

public could speak and all Central Bedfordshire councillors got to vote. 

 

I voted against the plan citing how the council had failed to show evidence 

of need and of a clear process for site selection. I also highlighted potential 

damage to the landscape, loss of farming land, and lack of availability of 

schooling or healthcare for any potential tenants given there is no 

pavement to Dunton or Biggleswade, along a fast road.  Despite all of this, 

the council voted it through. 

 

The plan then went out to a full public consultation before it went before an 

independent inspector. 

 

The independent inspector raised a number of concerns that he intended on 

covering at a public inquiry. 

  

Within weeks, the council withdrew the plan. The official line given was that 

this was because the independent inspector had questioned the number of 

pitches required, but as you can read, the inspector’s comments made it 

clear he had a number of reservations, not just the numbers. 

 

In the meantime, the government have altered their guidelines on how local 

authorities assess the numbers of pitches required. You can see more about 

that here: 

https://www.facebook.com/144958165621670/photos/a.457841647666652

.1073741825.144958165621670/836929936424486/?type=3&theater 

 

In simple terms, local authorities are now able to take into account the 

numbers of travellers 'actually travelling’ when assessing need. The 
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government’s implication appears to be if the council found very few people 

actually travelling around this would mean fewer pitches are required. 

 

So, you might be forgiven for thinking Central Beds would now take a long 

hard look at this and monitor how other local authorities act over the next 

year before taking action.  You’d be wrong. 

 

I have learnt the farmer who tenants the land on Dunton Lane has been 

approached by Central Bedfordshire Council urging them to agree to terms 

that would mean they have to move off the plot of land the council want for 

a new traveller site 26. 

 

The council has since confirmed to me in writing that they hope to submit a 

Planning application in November -December 2015) with the application 

then determined by Development Management committee, probably in April 

2016 with – assuming it is approved - work likely to commence on the site 

in autumn 2016. 

 

So by the time you read this a planning application may already be in. 

Crucially they are looking to do this a simple planning application which 

means most Central Beds councillors would not be able to vote on it. It 

would also mean it would not have to go to a public consultation after the 

council had approved it and it would also not have to go before an 

independent inspector. 

 

Meanwhile, the council is about to launch a new housing Development 

Strategy which will include further new traveller sites across Central Beds, 

so why aren’t the council waiting to include Dunton Lane within that? 

 

I have asked the council but I’ve so far not received a response. So why are 

they so intent on pushing to get Dunton Lane through, now? 

 

Well, it might not just be down to the fact that an independent inspector 

could voice concerns over Dunton Lane as he did last time… 

 

I have learnt that in 2014, Central Bedfordshire Council successfully bid for 

a grant of £2m to pay for development of traveller sites in Potton and 
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CHILLY GARDEN & DIY 
SERVICES 

peter61chilvers@gmail.com 
07583 481632 

COUNTRY CLIPS DOG 
GROOMING AND 
MARKHAM PET SUPPLIES 

07879646425 

DUNTON COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 

info@dunton garden.org 
www.duntongarden.org 
01767 313898 

DUNTON FOLK duntonfolk@hotmail.co.uk 
www.duntonfolk.co.uk 
01767 310424 

DUNTON LOWER SCHOOL dunton@deal.bedfordshire.gov.uk 
01767 312154 

DUNTON OIL GROUP duntonoilgroup@btinternet.com 

DUNTON PARISH 
COUNCIL 

duntonpc@ntlworld.com 
01480 354257          07941 338773 

DUNTON RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION 

dra@duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 315 350          07748 594 431 

DUNTON VILLAGE HALL villagehallbookings@duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 601857 (booking information) 

DUNTON VILLAGE PRE-
SCHOOL & BOOMERANG 
CLUB 

www.duntonvillagepreschool.co.uk 
01767 315807 

DUNTON VILLAGE 
WEBSITE 

Info@duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 310163 

DUNTON WI lorrainebennetts777@btinternet.com 
01767 314991 

DUNTON YOUTH CLUB duntonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk 
07724 755494 

FOREVER WOOLF lorrainebennetts777@btinternet.com 
01767 314991     07580 744014 

FOXBURN HEATING service@foxburn.com 
http://foxburn.com 
01767 317989     07961 356493 

FRANKLIN'S CIDER www.franklinscider.co.uk 
01767 310424 
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GOOD NEIGHBOUR 01767 315451     07926 021155 

HELPING HANDS OFFICE 
SERVICES 

maureenbarrett63@gmail.com 
www.helpinghandsofficeservices.com 
01767 690075     07966 554304 

HIFI LOUNGE www.hifilounge.co.uk 
www.highendheadphones.co.uk 
01767 448121 

IKG CLEANING SERVICES ian@ikgcleaningservices.co.uk 
www.ikgcleaningservices.co.uk 
01767 221049     07867 540913 

IVEL FUNERAL SERVICE www.ivelfuneralservices.co.uk 
01767 316813 (Biggleswade) and 01767 
683600 (Sandy) 

IVEL VALLEY COFFEE 
SHOP AT LANGFORD 
GARDEN CENTRE 

coffeeshop@langfordgc.co.uk 
www.ivelvalleycoffeeshop.co.uk 
01462 700292 

LANGFORD GARDEN 
CENTRE 

langfordgc@langfordgc.co.uk 
www.langfordgc.co.uk 
01462 700791 

LANGFORD WINDOWS langfordwindows@hotmail.com 
www.langfordwindows.com 
01462 701828 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING 
JULIE 

jules_wrangles@yahoo.co.uk 
07961 754448 

M HARDING ELECTRICAL martin.harding@live.co.uk 
07816 020113 

MAYNARDS ICE CREAM fdmaynard@fdmaynard.co.uk 
http://fdmaynard.co.uk 
01767 312906 

MEAHS INDIAN SAUCES www.facebook.comMeahsCurrySauces 
www.curry-sauces.co.uk 

PAUL GOODCHILD 
ELECTRICIAN 

01767 221363     07740 099195 

JEANETTE PIANO 
LESSONS BEGINNERS, 
EARLY GRADES 
 

07963451097 

osprey2000@hotmail.co.uk 
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PYMAN CARPENTRY & 
DECORATING SERVICES 

07783 025641 
 
 

R LARMAN 
ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES 

rjlarman@outlook.com 
01462 701289 

S.J.RICHARDSON 
BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE 

simon.jg.richardson@googlemail.com 
01480 716531     07775 940556 

SARAH PERKINS 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

sarah@sarahperkinsaccountancyservices.co.uk 
www.sarahperkinsaccountancyservices.co.uk 
01767 315833     07932653588 

SHIRES PEST CONTROL 
AND WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT 

shirespestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk 
www.shirespestcontrol.co.uk 
01767 315101 

ST MARY MAGDALENE 
CHURCH 

lindsay.dew@btinternet.com 
01767 316 948 

THE COMMUNITY SHOP 
AT THE MARCH HARE 

janice.tasc@outlook.com 
01767 318121 

THE HARE BEER BUNCH 07879 898161 

THE MARCH HARE 
FREEHOUSE 

johnny.pritchett@outlook.com 
www.duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 448093 

W & H PEACOCK www,peacockauction.co.uk 
01234 266366 

Woolf Tracks Fitness 
Training 

Lorrainebennetts777@btinternet.com 
 01767 314 991 / 07580 744 014 

 

 

 

 

 

Dunton Recreation Association 

Invite you to a CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

 

In the Pavilion 

for a FISH & CHIP SUPPER 

(OR Sausages if preferred) 

On Saturday 5th December 

From 8pm to midnight 

 

Bar available, Tickets £10 (incl meal)      

For more details phone Eileen on 01767 315350
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