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Dunton News Office, The March Hare, 34 High Street, Dunton, 
Beds, SG18 8RN, 01767 600258, 

janice.pritchett@outlook.com or juliejohnhills@gmail.com 
 

Editors Janice Pritchett and Julie Hills 
 

Editorial 
 
Wow what a scorcher summer for the children’s summer holidays.  On a 
couple of days the temperature has been over 30 C. 
     
The photograph on the front cover was taken by Chenisse Matthews at 
Dunton Big Weekender Fete on the 1.7.18 which is part of Dunton’s Big 
Weekender 2018, 28.6.18 to 1.7.18. This annual event was successfully set 
up by a group of villagers. For further information and pictures, see the 
article on pages 17 - 24.   
 
Dunton will be holding its first scarecrow weekend 29th and 30th September 
2018.  More information about this event is on pages 10 – 11.  Have a look 
at this edition of Dunton News for all of the activities you can join in with.   
 
If you are arranging a Dunton event and you would like others to know 
about it, please email us details.  The submission date for the next edition is 
on this page. We are also looking for contributors, whether regular or one 
off, so please send the editors any articles or photographs you would like 
included in Dunton News.   
 
Janice Pritchett and Julie Hills 
 

 

Editors Reservation 
 
The Dunton News is as complete and correct as possible at the time of 
going to press.  Whilst inaccuracies and omissions are regretted, the editors 
accept no responsibility for such occurrences.  All articles are copyright and 
may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission of the 
editors.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors. 
Produced by The March Hare, Telephone 01767 600258.  Email 
janice.pritchett@outook.com or juliejohnhills@gmail.com 

 

All copy and advertising for inclusion in the Autumn 2018 edition must 
be emailed to janice.pritchett@outook.com or juliejohnhills@gmail.com 

by 6.11.2018 
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Volucella zonaria 
 
Have you seen this Hover fly in 
Dunton?  This is a hornet mimic 
and is one of the UK’s largest 
and most spectacular hoverflies 
which can be recognised by its 
yellow and black banded 
abdomen. It seems to be found 
most frequently in urban areas 

and along the south coast from May to November.  It 
was established in Britain in the 1940s and has very 
much a southerly distribution with most records coming 
from south of a line from the Severn Estuary to The 
Wash, however it seems to be expanding its range and 
appears to be in Dunton.   
 
Planned Development East of Biggleswade 

 
This summer a planning application described as a 
'hybrid application' has been submitted to Central 
Bedfordshire Council, requesting full planning permission 
for 240 dwellings, with outline planning permission for 
subsequent approval for up to 1,260 dwellings, making a 
total of 1,500 houses.  You can see the application here: 
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCW
ebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=R
oot.PgeResultDetail&TheSystemkey=609947           
Adam Zerny,Independent Central Bedfordshire Councillor 
for Potton and Dunton 
 

Please mention Dunton News when 
responding to adverts 
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Dunton Recreation Ground 
 
The field and pavilion facilities are seeing increased use since the 
recent refurbishment.  The support of the village is essential to keep 
it going. Why not come along and join us? 
 
Save the dates - Upcoming events 
 

 Saturday 8th September   Family Sports Day 
 Saturday 29th September    Mexican Evening 
 Saturday 27th October         Bingo 
 Saturday 3rd November      Fish n Chip Supper 
 Saturday 8th December      Mulled Wine, Mince Pies and 

more 
 Sunday 16th December       Children’s Christmas Party 
 Monday 31st December       New Year’s Eve Party 

 
Further details will be advertised with details of how to buy your 
tickets. 
 
Come along and make the most of our fantastic outdoor facilities as 
well as the indoor space at the Pavilion. 
 
Why not hire the facilities for a party, gathering or other event?  The 
hire rate is only £10.00 per hour!  Bar facilities available, including 
stewards, in the hire charge. 
 
Would you be interested in helping with fundraising or grant 
applications? Or helping to maintain the precious space we all 
enjoy? If so we would love to hear from you.   
 
Without your support we would not be able to maintain our village 
recreation grounds. 
 
To book the facilities please phone Heidi 01767 601857 or Eileen  
01767 315350/07748 594431 or contact us via email heidi-
herbert@hotmail.co.uk 

 
All Events And Facilities Will Be Advertised On The Pavilion 

Notice Board At The Recreation Ground           
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St. Mary Magdalene 
The Church at the heart of the Village 
 

Clergy Contact:  
Revd. Carole Johnston 
 
Tel:  01767 699934 
Email: carolejohnston58@btinternet.com  
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

1st. Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

2nd Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion 
Followed by continental breakfast 

3rd Sunday Benefice Eucharist * 

4th Sunday 9.30 am Sunday Praise 

5th Sunday Benefice Eucharist * 

 
* Benefice Eucharist services are held at one of the Churches in the Benefice. 

If the service is at Dunton or Eyeworth it will be at 9.30 am and 11.00 am at 
Wrestlingworth. Full details are always in the Parish Newsletter  

and Biggleswade Chronicle  
 

FUTURE & SPECIAL EVENTS @ ST. MARY’S 
 

Sunday 23rd September 

 
9.30 am Harvest Service 

and Baptism 
 

Sunday 11th November 

 
10.45 am Special Remembrance Day 
Service celebrating the end of the First 

World War 
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Dunton Oil Group 
 

Dunton Oil Group is a village 
organisation to help those of us 
who use oil as our main heating 
source to buy it more cheaply 
than we could as individuals. 

There are 3 deliveries a year - in 
January, April and September.  
We order around 50,000 litres 

each time. This quantity gives us 
a price that is usually about 5 

pence a litre cheaper than would 
otherwise be possible. The 

minimum order is 500 litres so 
that means a saving of about 

£25 or more on each order. To 
join the group send an email to:-  

 
duntonoilgroup@btinternet.com 

Or phone Derek on 01767 
315487 
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  Scarecrow 
Festival as 

part of 
Dunton’s Big 

Weekender 2018 
29th and 30th September 

2018 
Something to Crow About 

  
Dunton’s Big Weekender are 
holding their first Scarecrow 
Festival on the 29.9.18 and 
30.9.18.   Once again the 
village will be a hive of activity 
bringing everyone together for 
a great time.  
 
During the weekend you will be 
able to look for more 
‘Crowstones’ painted by Dunton 
Youth Club and hidden around 

Dunton.   If you find a ‘Crowstone’ please take a picture and post it 
to Dunton's Big Weekender Facebook page and then re-hide it for 
someone else to find.   
 
On Saturday and Sunday you will be able to follow the trail of 
scarecrows in the village.  A map will be available on facebook and 
for those of you who do not access facebook hard copies of the 
‘scarecrow trail’ will be available at the March Hare.   
 
Scarecrow Festival Events Saturday, 29th September 2018  

 
Event Where Time 
Crowstone Hunt Hidden in Dunton Village Daylight hours 
Grin and Beer it 7 
Beer Festival  

March Hare Midday to 
midnight 

Scarecrow Trail 
around the village 

Dunton Midday to 5.00 
pm 

Mexican Evening Pavilion at the Recreation 
Ground 

7.30 pm – 
11.00 pm 
Tickets required 
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Scarecrow Festival Events Sunday, 30 September 2018 
 
Event Where Time 
Crowstone Hunt Hidden in Dunton Village Daylight hours 
Grin and Beer it 7 
Beer Festival  

March Hare Midday to 
midnight 

Scarecrow Trail 
around the village 

Dunton Midday to 5.00 
pm 

Scarecrow Fest Centre of Dunton, Church 
Street 

1.00 pm – 5.00 
pm 

Pavilion Bar open Pavilion at the Recreation 
Ground 

1.00 pm – 5.00 
pm 

 
Scarecrow Fest, Sunday, 30 September 2018, Centre of 
Dunton 
  
Event Time 
Name the scarecrow 1.00 pm – 4.30 pm 
Scarecrow Selfie 1.00 pm – 4.30 pm 
Scarecrow cake raffle 1.00 pm – 4.30 pm 
Produce stalls 1.00 pm – 5.00 pm 
Individual cakes made by the WI 1.00 pm – 5.00 pm  
Horse box coffee shop  1.00 pm – 5.00 pm 
Bedford Morris Men dancing outside the 
March Hare 

2.00 pm 

Children’s Scarecrow Fancy Dress Parade 3.30 pm 
Announcement of raffle winner, children’s 
fancy dress and scarecrow trail 

4.00 pm 

 
Photos being taken at the Scarecrow Festival will be used in 
future publicity material.  We will indicate who the photographer 
will be and that people should make themselves known if they do 
not want to appear in publicity materials.    
 

Please mention Dunton News 
when responding to adverts 
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Dunton’s Big Weekender 
Bringing the Dunton Community closer together 

Thursday 28.6.18 to Sunday 1.7.18 
 
Dunton’s second Big Weekender was held in the village between the 
28.6.18 and the 1.7.18, once again with a packed programme of 
events finishing with a quiz in the March Hare.   

 
Prior to the event children and adults 
were hunting for ‘Dunstones’ and 2 of 
the 3 golden Dunstones hidden over 
the long weekend were found.  The 
bunting made by villagers looked 
great around the arena.   
  
Each event raised money for their 
organisation.   Quiz night, car 
treasure hunt, adult tombola and the 
raffle all raised money towards 
Dunton’s Big Weekender 2019.   
 

Raffle prizes 
were 
donated by 

Saxon Leisure Centre, Shepreth Wildlife 
Park, Café Mocha, 360 Play, Liebherr, 
Maxwells, Paradise Wildlife Park, Langford 
Garden Centre, Sainsbury’s, Jones’ Fitness, 
The Barns Fitness Studio, Crème Catering, 
Lauren’s Wax and Warmers, Biggles  
Lounge and Newmarket Racecourse. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dunton organisations who 
donated prizes included The 
March Hare, The Village Hall, 
Youth Club, Dunton Recreation 
Association, Dunton Community  
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Gardens and St Mary 
Magdalene Church. 
Weather Break sponsored 
the life size Lightning 
McQueen car, the Public 
Address System and the 
disco for the Youth Club’s 
Children’s Disco.  VNR 
Autocare Ltd sponsored a 
race at the race night and 
also the car treasure hunt.  

 

Thanks to the event 
sponsors and organisations 
that donated raffle prizes.  
Thanks to our photographers 
Leigh Somerville, Chenisse 
Matthews and Tony Walters. 
 

Even with competition from 
the World Cup, crib and 
backgammon night was a 
successful start to Dunton’s 
Big Weekender.   

Over 40 tickets were sold for the 
Village Hall Race Night.  Simon Bailes 
was the excellent Master of 
Ceremonies keeping the race-goers 
informed, with Julie Hills and Alison 
Chalkley on the Tote. Guests brought 
their own drinks, nibbles were 
provided by the Village Hall. With 
prizes ranging from wine to free fitness 
classes, there was something for 
everyone, including a roll the £1 coin 
after the 4th race.  
 
The weather on Saturday and Sunday 
was fantastic which contributed to 
everyone having fun.  



19 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 | P a g e  
 

The church was open all 
weekend and it was 
definitely the 'coolest' 
place in the village!!  
Church records were on 
display, a talk was given 
on church history and 
visitors enjoyed a 
wedding exhibition with 
pictures of weddings 
that have taken place in 
the church and also all 

the weddings that Christine Underwood has been involved in over a 
life time of dressmaking. The 
WI provided tea and cake on 
Saturday morning as well as 
a craft activity.  An exhibition 
celebrating 60 years of the 
WI in the village was enjoyed 
all weekend. Visitors really 
appreciated the coolness and 
tranquillity only such an old 
building can provide. 

On Saturday, the  
ploughman’s lunches at Dunton Community Garden were very 

popular and Maynard’s ice 
creams were very welcome 
in view of the hot weather.   

Early Saturday evening 
children enjoyed their disco 
at the Youth Club. 

This year more participants 
than ever before took part in 
the car treasure hunt, with 
12 cars driving round a 
longer route than planned, 
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due to a last minute road 
closure. The eventual winners 
were 'Dogbus' who were given a 
free MOT kindly donated by VNR 
Autocare Ltd. 
 
Alison and Julie raised a total of 
£60 to go towards future Big 
Weekender events.   Next year 
the Car Treasure hunt will be 

held on the Saturday, 29.6.19, of Dunton’s Big Weekender 2019. 
 
The rest of Sunday was spent on the recreation ground at the family 
fete.  The sun was shining and it was great to see everyone 
socialising.  For the children there was Lightning Mc Queen, 
children’s races, ice-creams, 
beat the goalie and fun and 
games.  The March Hare ran 
the real ale tent and the 
Village Hall made Prosecco 
cocktails. Other 
refreshments were provided 
in the Pavilion and by Crème 
Catering. 
 

 The arena events were enjoyed by all 
including gun dogs and belly dancing.  
There was a variety of stalls including In 
the Blue Shed, Wax and Wicks, Pet 
Pawtential, Nanny Della and Ant's Chilli 
House.  Thank you to all those who 
donated 96 bottles for the adult tombola.  
The stall sold out of bottles in less than an 
hour.  The winning numbers ended in 3, 6 
or 9 and we raised £108 towards future 
Dunton Big Weekender events.  The sale of 
Dunton Community Garden’s jams and 
chutneys at the fete was excellent.  They 
were able to raise around £400 over the 

weekend.   
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Songs of Praise Service in St Mary Magdalene Church, led by 
Reverend Carole Johnston was well attended and visitors to this 
service enjoyed songs from Dunton’s own ‘Singtastic’. 

Despite the heat, the quiz 
at the March Hare was 
also well attended and 
raised money for the next 
Dunton’s Big Weekender. 
 
Finally the Youth Club’s 
logo quiz was a success.  
The answers are  
 
1. Aldi           

2. Colman’s Mustard           

3. EE           

4. Jordan’s 

5. Plusnet           

6. Flora           

7. HP Sauce          

8. Heart Radio          

9. Bitcoin           

10. The Body Shop           

11. Bedfordshire Fire and  

Rescue           

12. Smeg           

13. Rowntrees           

14. Malibu 

15. Pampers 

16. Pintrest 

17. Robinsons 

18. Alfa Romeo 

19. Pizza Express 

20. Toblerone  

21. Hyundai 
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22. Dove 

23. Comfort 

24. Nando’s 

25. Asda 

26. Instagram 

27. Selfridges 

28. Hovis 

29. Cath Kidston 

30. Poundland 

31. Britain’s Got Talent 

32. McCoy’s 

33. Pizza Hut 

34. Disney 

35. Quaker Oats 

36. LG 

37. Crocs 

38. Wella 

39. Dunton’s Big Weekender 

40. Visa 

41. TUI 

42. Kenwood 

43. Vans 

44. Halfords 

45. Walls 

46. Fanta 

47. Wikipedia 

48. Legal and General 

Overall, it was felt that Dunton’s Big Weekender was a brilliant 
event and 2019 Dunton’s Big Weekender will be from Thursday 
27.6.19 to Sunday 30.6.19.  From comments received by members 
of the co-ordination group it was felt that the fete, which was a 
fantastic family event, was something that we should be proud of 
and that the community spirit, in the main, is great in Dunton.  It 
was also felt that the fete was a great opportunity for village groups 
to find out about each other.  It has been said that the fete was by 
far the most successful fete held in the village for many a year. 
 

Huge thank you to everyone that supported 
Dunton’s Big Weekender 2018! 

 
Watch this space for information on 

 Dunton’s Big Weekender 2019, 27.6.19 to 
30.6.19 and how to get involved as a 

volunteer! 
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Why not include your advert in Dunton News? 
  
Dunton News is produced in March, June, September and December 
and is delivered to every house and organisation in Dunton, Newton, 
Millow and Eyeworth.  Additional copies are available in the March 
Hare, Dunton and you can download a copy from the March Hare 
website at www.themarchharedunton.co.uk  the village website at 
www.duntonvillage.org.uk Dunton Parish Council website at 
www.dunton.bedsparishes.gov.uk  
 
We produce a high quality, quarterly magazine which is appreciated 
by our readers, or so we are told!  Our village magazine is about 
Dunton, Newton, Millow and Eyeworth and the magazine is retained 
by our readers as a source of reference for anything relating to the 
area, including goods and services.  The March Hare has on display 
copies from the last 3 issues of the magazine for customers to take 
home with them. 
 
Please contact Janice Pritchett or Julie Hills if you wish to. 
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Dunton and Eyeworth Directory 
 
 
 

CONTACT EMAIL WEB ADDRESS TELEPHONE 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, EYEWORTH AND 
ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, 
DUNTON 

carolejohnston58@btinternet.com  
01767 699934 

ADAM ZERNY LOCAL INDEPENDENT 
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR  

adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk  
www.adamzerny.co.uk 

BIGGLESWADE CHRONICLE, DUNTON 
COLUMN 

alan@dansey.co.uk www.awdansey.co.uk  
01767 310163 

DOREEN GURNEY CONSERVATIVE 
COUNCILLOR 

01767 680395 

DUNTON COMMUNITY GARDEN info@dunton garden.org www.duntongarden.org     
01767 313898  

DUNTON LOWER SCHOOL dunton@deal.bedfordshire.gov.uk  
duntonlowerpfa@gmail.com 
www.duntonwrestlingworthschool.com  
01767 312154 

DUNTON OIL GROUP duntonoilgroup@btinternet.com 

DUNTON PARISH COUNCIL duntonpc@gmail.com       
www.dunton.bedsparishes.gov.uk    
Parish Clerk Amanda Howard 01462 735220 
Councillor Janice Pritchett (Chair) c/o The March Hare, 
High Street, Dunton, SG18 8RN 
Councillor Nigel Coomber (Vice Chair) 01767 318882 
Councillor Julie Hills 07961 754448 
Councillor Susan Oliver 07903103228 
Councillor Gary Besant 07926 097345 
Councillor Hazel House 07786967132 
Councillor Keith Wood 01767 601801 

DUNTON RECREATION ASSOCIATION dra@duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 315 350          07748 594 431 

DUNTON VILLAGE HALL duntonvillagehallbookings@gmail.com  
01767 835192 (booking information)   

DUNTON VILLAGE WEBSITE info@duntonvillage.org.uk www.duntonvillage.org.uk 
01767 31063 

DUNTON WI lorrainebennetts777@btinternet.com 
01767 314991 

DUNTON YOUTH CLUB duntonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk 
07724 755494 

EYEWORTH VILLAGE HALL 01767 631283 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR 01767 315451     07926 021155 

THE HARE BEER BUNCH 07879 898161 www.themarchharedunton.co.uk 
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